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Introduction
The FCI Natural Herding Aptitude (NHAT) is meant to establish the main characteristics all different
shepherd dog breeds have in common:
 interest in flock animals
 willingness to cooperate with its handler
 the drive to control the movement of the flock
 the natural aim to search for the balance position opposite to its handler to gain better
control of the flock.
By the limited conditions of this test dogs can only show these basic features. It should be noted that
only training and experience will allow the dog to face more difficult trials, in which the most gifted
dogs will be able to express at the maximum level of their natural aptitude.

General conditions
The FCI Natural Herding Aptitude (NHAT) is open for herding dog breeds (listed in the Appendix). The
dogs have to be registered in a studbook/appendix to the studbook which is recognized by the FCI.
The minimum age for entering is 6 months.
Dogs that are not fit, are not allowed to enter the test. Bitches in season must be kept apart and will
run last. Bitches that have given birth less than eight weeks before the test date and bitches
expected to give birth within four weeks must be excluded.
The dogs may wear a collar. Choke chains, electric collars and barbed collars are forbidden. During
the test the dog may not wear a muzzle.
It would be better if the dog has no specific training on flock animals, but some basic obedience
training would be appreciated (stop and come when called).
The FCI Natural Herding Aptitude (NHAT) must be recognized by all FCI members and contract
partners.
The test may be a useful instrument for breed clubs to preserve the specific behaviour of herding
breeds.
The results must be noted in the dog’s scorebook or any equivalent document.
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Organization
The test can be organized by a club or a herding group which has got permission of its National
Canine Organisation, which has to be a member or contract partner of the FCI.
The test can only be judged by qualified herding judges who must be recognized by the National
Canine Organisation of their country, affiliated with the FCI.
The judge has to control the behaviour of the dog. The judge can stop the test at any time.
It is the judge’s responsibility to verify the identity of the dog by checking the tattoo or chip number
before the beginning of the test.
The Organising Committee is responsible for a suitable area for the test, for the flock, the pen for the
flock and for the necessary assistants.
The test may be held on sheep and cattle.
The flock should be selected in such a way that each participant shall work with animals of equal
quality. Preferably the animals used for the test shall all come from the same flock and be similar in
type. They shall be well-dogged and in good health. Lambs should be old enough to be weaned.
The organising committee should make sure to have enough animals in order that each lot of them
should not be stressed and must not be used more times than necessary.
The area where the test on animals is held must be about 75 metres long and wide enough to
provide a space around the pen of 10 metres between the pen and the edges of the field. The
enclosure for the animals can be about 8-16 metres in diameter, i.e. about 25-50 metres around, the
size will depend on the number of animals. The fence must be appropriate to keep the flock animals
in and to keep the dogs out. For a test on cattle one or two refuge areas (“bullfight type”) will be
provided.
For each test a number of minimum 10 sheep will be used or a minimum of 5 cattle. The animals
should be frequently rotated after 3 or 4 tested dogs.
The number of dogs to be tested should not exceed 30 dogs by day and judge.
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Testing Procedure
In this test the dog will be judged on its functionality as a herding dog. The test is divided in two
parts, the first one aims to verify the basic sociability of the dog and the second part tests its aptitude
as a herding dog.

1st Part: Sociability
a)

Contact with people

The judge looks for contact with the dog to verify the sociability and self-control. The judge already
had a chance to test the sociability of the dog when checking the tattoo or chip number.
The dog, kept on leash by the handler, passes among a group of people.
Aggressiveness and fear towards humans is not tolerated, but a natural reaction of alert, typical in
several sheepdog breeds, will be tolerated.
b) Contact with dogs
The handler with his dog on leash will pass among a group of people with leashed dogs. The dogs in
the group have to behave calmly. In this case also, the dog has to show normal neutral behaviour
towards other dogs.
c) Sensitive to noise
During this part of the test, the judge or an assistant makes a loud, sudden sound. The dog should
react without fear, a natural reaction of alertness will be admitted. The sound may be caused by
something like a rattling plastic bag or similar noises. Gunshot is not allowed.
d) Relationship with the handler
The judge will appreciate the trust the dog has in its handler in unfamiliar circumstances. It is not
judged as an exercise in obedience. This is an important test of the natural, open-minded behaviour
of the dog.
The dog respects the handler (position and commands) and cooperates with him. The dog is
expected to have a good relationship with the handler, which will be demonstrated during the
exercise of a short country course with the unleashed dog.
Obstacle
The dog has to be led over an obstacle like a low hurdle or a low ramp.
Absence of handler
While the dog is kept on leash by a helper or by the judge the handler walks away about 15 metres or
more and stops on a sign of the judge. The dog has to show no stress or panic.
Recall
On a sign of the judge the handler calls his dog while the helper unleashes it.
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2nd Part: Herding Dog Aptitude
In general the judge will give the dog sufficient opportunity and time to show his aptitudes.
The judge can instruct the handler during the test, to encourage or accompany the dog. The handler
is allowed to encourage his dog by praise but not by feeding it or playing.
a)

Approaching the flock

On the way to the starting position of the test the handler with the dog on leash walks around the
pen with the flock in it and makes sure the dog notices the animals, encouraging him to take interest.
Then the handler walks with the dog on leash to the starting position of the test.
At the starting point, on a distance of about 50 metres from the pen, on a signal of the judge, the
handler starts walking slowly towards the pen and unleashes the dog after walking about 10 metres.
At this moment a command may be used to set the dog free.
From the moment the handler starts to walk, the interest of the dog in the livestock will be judged.
On a signal of the judge the handler walks straight up to the pen without giving any signals or
commands to the dog. It is highly appreciated when the dog starts to show interest on a distance of
the pen.
The judge may ask the handler to walk around the pen, turn or stop. Dogs that have the instinct to
circle and look for a balance point opposite of their handler show very strongly the right aptitude of a
herding dog. To wake the interest of the dog the judge may ask the handler to enter the pen without
his dog and move the sheep around.
b) Contact with the flock
The judge may ask the handler to enter the pen with the dog on leash. If the dog shows the right
attitude the judge can decide to let the dog off the leash.
In case the dog shows aggressive behaviour or fear, the test is stopped. In case of fear the handler is
authorized to calm down his dog before leaving the pen.
c) Interest and initiative
During the test the dog should be interested in the animals for at least two minutes.
To establish the initiative in the dog, the judge will appreciate the drive of the dog to control the
movement of the flock without any commands of its handler.
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Evaluation
The test of the natural sociability and the test of the herding aptitude will be judged separately.

a) The Sociability Test
The judge will make short notes on the behaviour and qualify the dog as Passed (P) or Not Passed
(NP) or Disqualified (DIS) in case of aggression.
When a dog does not pass the sociability test it is not allowed to enter the 2nd part.

b) The Herding Aptitude
The judge will qualify as: Very Good (VG) – Good (G) – Insufficient (INS) or Disqualified (DIS) in case of
serious aggression on the sheep.
Disqualified dogs are not allowed to enter the test again.
In case the 2nd part of the test is qualified as insufficient the dog may enter the test on another
occasion.
Herding instinct is a complex of hereditary characteristics and abilities which makes a dog useful to
control flock animals. It is stereotyped, compulsive and still purposeful behaviour of sheepdogs,
which is not the result of learning or experience.

The FCI Natural Herding Aptitude (NHAT) was approved by the FCI General Committee in Zagreb,
November 2015.
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Appendix: List of herding dog breeds that can take part in a NHAT
Standard
15
16
38
39
44
55
56
83
87
88
93
113
138
141
142
156
166
171
176
191
194
223
238
251
271
277
287
293
296
297
311
313
332
342
347
45
46
47
58
147
181
340

Breed name
CHIEN DE BERGER BELGE
OLD ENGLISH SHEEPDOG
WELSH CORGI CARDIGAN
WELSH CORGI PEMBROKE
BERGER DE BEAUCE
PULI
PUMI
SCHIPPERKE
GOS D’ATURA CATALA
SHETLAND SHEEPDOG
CAO DA SERRA DE AIRES
BERGER DE BRIE
CHIEN DE BERGER DES PYRENEES A FACE RASE
CHIEN DE BERGER DES PYRENEES A POIL LONG
SLOVAKIAN CHUVACH
COLLIE ROUGH
DEUTSCHER SCHAEFERHUND
BOUVIER DES ARDENNES
BERGER PICARD
BOUVIER DES FLANDRES/VLAAMSE KOEHOND
CANE DA PASTORE BERGAMASCO
HOLLANDSE HERDERSHOND
MUDI
POLSKI OWCZAREK NIZINNY
BEARDED COLLIE
HRVATSKI OVCAR
AUSTRALIAN CATTLE DOG
AUSTRALIAN KELPIE
COLLIE SMOOTH
BORDER COLLIE
SAARLOOSWOLFHOND
NEDERLANDSE SCHAPENDOES
CESKOSLOVENSKY VLCIAK
AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD
BERGER BLANC SUISSE
BERNER SENNENHUND
APPENZELLER SENNENHUND
ENTLEBUCHER SENNENHUND
GREAT SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG
ROTTWEILER
RIESENSCHNAUZER
SAINT MIGUEL CATTLE DOG
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Group
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
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Standard
14
135
189
212
237
284
289
336
209

Breed name
VASTGOTASPETS
SVENSK LAPPHUND
SUOMENLAPINKOIRA
SAMOYED
NORSK BUHUND
LAPINPOROKOIRA
ISLENSKUR FJARHUNDUR
PERRO DE AGUA ESPANOL/SPANISH WATER DOG
TIBETAN TERRIER
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5
5
5
5
5
5
5
8
9
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